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SUSSEX COUNTY ATHLETICS ASSOCIATION

Minutes of the Executive Committee meeting held via Zoom
on Monday 19th Nov, 2021
Present: 	Keith May, Sue May, Kate Matthews, Graham Jessop, Reg Hook, Peter Masters, Phil Baker, John Bridger, Ron Penfold, 
The Meeting began with a minute’s silence in memory of Mandy Collison.
Keith May proposed Graham Jessop continue as Chairperson of the Executive Committee. 
21-36		Apologies: Darren Harber, Judy Lasis, Maureen Stephens,
21-37	 	Minutes of the Previous Meeting
The minutes of the previous meeting were agreed as a true record and signed by Graham Jessop.
21-38	 	Matters Arising
No matters arising 
21 –39		Correspondence and Administrator’s Report
		Kate M circulated the report prior to the meeting.
Defibrillators – the committee discussed what tracks/leisure centres have access to a defib and how many first aiders are trained in using them. Where clubs are going out of the way to have them, then the county could investigate financially supporting. Action – Kate M to contact clubs to get a comprehensive view of the whole situation.
21 – 40	Treasurer’s Report
A report was circulated in advance. Kate M briefed the committee on the current situation. The situation is looking positive with a current surplus (as of Oct 31, 2021) of £12106.75.
 21- 41		Cages and support for clubs
Kate M had circulated an update from all clubs on their current situations and PM had forwarded an update on each club’s Track Mark situation. 
JB said he had seen a Tweet from EA saying they had supported tracks across the country to get up to standard. Who have they supported as none appear to be in Sussex? 
The Executive Committee agreed it is a matter for the Development Committee to investigate. 
21-42		Vice Presidents
GJ said the conclusion the sub-committee has come to is it would be inappropriate at this time to consider the positions of vice presidents etc until we work out the direction the association is heading. The two are interlinked and go hand in hand. The sub-committee is keen for more work on the development paper looking to the future of the county. GJ said a sub-group is needed to really work on this. RH agreed. SM would like to know the advantages and disadvantages of change. GJ would like to know what we want to achieve in the next 10 years. It was agreed this should be sent for the Development Panel to look at before a sub-group is created.
21 - 43 	Sussex Chairs of Panels 
The following were voted in:
Peter Masters – Development
Kate Matthews – Track & Field
Phil Baker – Cross Country
Elspeth Turner – Road Running (Elspeth has since stepped down from this role)
Ron Penfold – Walking  
21 – 44	Sussex Athletics Development Report
A report by PM had been circulated prior to the meeting.
Both the Endurance and Track & Field Squads are going well with 124 athletes in the endurance and 45 in the T&F. 
Arena 80 – two grants have been made so far. GJ asked if he could see the criteria for selection. PM to contact Melanie Anning. 
Report for the Future – PM papers had been circulated in advance of the meeting. This will be discussed at the next Development meeting. GJ said after this there must be a meeting involving others who want to be involved in the process. KM said he has no problem with change but whatever way we go we need to know the advantages and disadvantages. RH agreed asking for more detail. PB reported on the situation with Chichester as any decisions they had previously made about adapting their set up have been put on hold until more information on the implications are acquired. 
21 - 45		Track & Field Exec Panel Report 
Nothing to report.
21-46		Cross Country Exec Panel Report
Phil Baker reported that the online entry system has so far been successful. The turnouts have been great as well, all showing the sport is in a healthy state.
looking forward to the Champs now. Two venues – Bexhill and Coombe for the Masters – have been secured. Distances – 2 years ago we trialled different distances but a decision to revert back has been made. 10K for SM, 8K for SW & U20, 5K for U17s. No U11 races. A problem to address is who is doing the results. The races will start at 11.30. 
Sussex Schools will be on Tuesday, Jan 18 at Waterhall, Brighton, and March 3 for the Year 7 & 8s at Christs Hospital. 
Still no venue for the SEAA Champs.
21-47		Road Running Exec Panel Report
Meeting taking place the following Friday.
Elspeth had forwarded to Kate M a request from Tom Ulliot for the Essex 20 Inter County event on March 6. Tom would like £500 to take a team of 8 (4 women and 4 men). This would cover entry, petrol and accommodation. The request was agreed by the Exec.

21-48		Race Walking Exec Panel Report 
A report by RP was circulated in advance of the meeting.
RP informed the Exec that Ian Richards has been suffering badly with back issues and as a result will be out of action for 6 months. Kate M asked that it be noted that the county sends Ian best wishes and a speedy recovery.
21-49		Proposal to include 5K road races into the rankings
JB introduced this. PB agreed with the proposal as said it is a ever increasing popular event. It is a distance that will be in the future. The Exec agreed the motion.
21-50		AOB
Kate M raised the issue of trans gender athletes. The county was asked for its stance on this and it was agreed that we adhere to UKA. As a result we will be copying the link to the UKA guidelines at the bottom of our information and entry details. 
GJ raised the question of president following Mandy’s death. It was agreed, out of respect, that the position would remain vacant for a while. 

Date of future 2022 meetings (provisional) – February 11, April 22, July 11, Sept 16, Nov 18. AGM Oct 14.

The meeting closed at 8.40pm
4

3

image1.png




