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SUSSEX COUNTY ATHLETICS ASSOCIATION
President: Mandy Collison
Minutes of the Executive Committee meeting held via Zoom
on Friday 11th Jun, 2021
Present: 	Keith May, Sue May, Kate Matthews, Graham Jessop, Reg Hook, Peter Masters, Phil Baker, John Bridger, Terry Skelton, Mel Anning, Roland Garrad

21-10		Apologies: Ron Penfold, Mandy Collison, Judy Lasis, Darren Harber, Maureen Stephens,
21-11	 	Minutes of the Previous Meeting
The minutes of the previous meeting were agreed as a true record and signed by Graham Jessop.
21-12	 	Matters Arising
KM has finished his time on the South-East Regional Council. He was going to be co-opted but has decided against this. 
KM thanked everyone for their thoughts and well wishes following his health issues.
JB, JL and Kate M held a Cages Sub-committee. It was agreed that JB would draw up a questionnaire, which has been done, to go out to clubs to establish situations and needs. Questionnaire now to be sent out (*see AOB for further discussions regarding cages).
21 – 13	Correspondence and Administrator’s Report
		Kate M circulated the report prior to the meeting.
Communication from SEAA regarding whether the U15/U20 Inter Counties in September would be Sussex supported was discussed. KM said it seemed odd to say yes to this when no other inter counties are going ahead. RG added he feels it is the wrong time of year. GJ asked for a vote and everyone agreed this year it is a no.
An email had been sent to Kate M and Peter Kennedy from Robert Cooper regarding coaches and parents being allowed to officiate disciplines where they have athletes competing. Mr Cooper asked if the county would make a point to stop this in the view it is a conflict of interest. KM said we have to use parents and coaches or we wouldn’t have enough officials. He added these parents/coaches will always also want to watch their athletes. PM said it is unrealistic to do what Mr Cooper is expecting, that it is hard enough to get enough officials etc but if we restrict things events would not go ahead. He said it would affect most disciplines. RG added all voluntary bodies are struggling to get volunteers and this is not the way to go. ET said as long as officials are acting appropriately then that is all that matters. GJ said common sense needs to prevail and we will continue as we are for the sake of the sport. It was agreed this would be communicated to MR Cooper.
21 – 14	Treasurer’s Report
Reports were circulated in advance. Kate M briefed the committee on the current situation. 
GJ said we still had a total figure of £80,000+ after the “Covid” year which is good. He added that we need to look at this benefitting the athletes.
RH asked for it to be recorded the committee’s thanks to GJ and Kate M. Both GJ and Kate M appreciate the work is recognised.
  21- 15	Sussex Athletics Development Report
PM said he is looking to get a Development Meeting shortly. Nothing else to report. 
21-16		Track & Field Executive Panel Report
Kate M circulated a report in advance of the meeting. The track and field season has been getting into full swing with plenty of meetings, including the Sussex Festival in May, the U15 Open in Lewes, the U13 at Crawley, YDLs and Worthing Opens. Kate M thanked Lewes AC and Crawley AC for their roles with the two young people’s open meetings. 
KM said that due to health reasons he will no longer be able to do the Combined Events at Sutton after many years, and Sussex will need someone to step up. Melanie Anning said she would do it for this year only with a view to us finding someone for future years. 
21 - 17 	Cross-Country Executive Panel Report
PB said it looks like we may have a new XC course at Ardingly. PB has had very positive communication regarding this. It would cost £500 plus VAT. 
He added Goodwood is booked. 
He is waiting on national fixtures so we can work out dates etc. 
PM added Glyndebourne could still be a future possibility.   
21 – 18	Road Running Executive Panel Report
ET said as a group looking to merge the Sussex Cup and the Sussex Grand Prix in 2022, but at the moment in the early stages. GJ said the biggest issue is the 2 ethos’ of the different races are not compatible with run a race for all and the other more targeted at top runners.  ET said the year break has given everyone time to reflect and things will need to be organised differently. 
PB asked if Christ Hospital still willing to stage the road relays next year. ET said she didn’t see any reason for them not to. KM said we need to get a date in now as the calendar is already filling up. 
21 - 19		Race Walking Report 
RP sent this in advance of the meeting:
Peter Selby , Ian Richards and myself attended the training day held at Lewes in the Easter Holidays, we had 3 groups of athletes over the day and there were a few that showed promise, Peter is following these up through his coaching sessions. We are in regular contact as a panel and are having a get together at the Masters T&F Meeting on Monday. We do not expect to put on any local races till the autumn, there are a few races taking place now across the country, I have circulated the info on the Sussex/ Surrey Masters T&F Championships at Kinston. if there is enough interest I will arrange Judges.

21-20		AOB
Vice Presidents Sub Committee – a meeting was held and recommendations drawn up and circulated for discussion. PM said he did not agree with the recommendations and more time to reflect was needed. GJ said it would be deferred until the next meeting. 
RG thanked RH and Kate M for all the articles on the Sussex website. He also asked the committee to make note of appreciation for Julia Machin’s achievements.
During the meeting Kate M received communication from Worthing AC regarding the situation with cages. They have the go ahead from the council but with £10K from the club, £20K from the council, they are still short and as a result asked the Exec for £7500 towards it. PM said we should support this. RG said he supported it as well.ET said we need a more structured approach as many needed money for this and we need to be more specific on criteria. Kate M said if we give Worthing this, are we agreeing to help all clubs that need a cage? MA said this cage would support Sussex athletes. KM suggested £5000. ET seconded this and the committee agreed. 

Date of future meetings (via Zoom) Friday 17th Sept, Friday 19th November, AGM Friday 15th October

The meeting closed at 8.25pm
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